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McTim has burger-all to offer today’s youth 


AS SHADOW Minister for Children, you would 
have thought Worthing MP Tim Loughton w ould 
want to have something positive to offer the 
young people of his constituency. A vision of 
how their lives could be improved under Tory 
mle, perhaps? Some kind of hope for a brighter, 
better future in which they could fulfill their 
potential and contribute their talent and enthusi¬ 
asm to society as a whole? 

But no - he just wants them all flipping 
burgers at McDonald’s for crap wages. 

The baseball cap said it all in the photo 
accompanying the Worthing Herald report on 
August 27. Somehow it seemed to fit so well 
with Tory Tim’s over-fed and pasty features. 
Yes, you really could believe that he enjoyed 
daily breakfast, lunch and supper under the sign 
of the Golden Arches - until you remembered 
that he works (in his spare time from being our 
MP!) in a lucrative job up in the City where the 
stuffed suits find more refined fare with which to 
overfeed their smug faces. 

But Tim was certainly prepared to swallow 
McDonald’s propaganda, if not their nosh. 

He was convinced the burger chain was now 
“environmentally friendly” and impressed by 
the “healthy food options”. Continued the 
report: “The MP added he was pleased to leam 
about the company’s training initiatives. 6 It’s no 
secret that work-based training offers a valu¬ 
able alternative to more traditional education 
models,’ he said.” 



So valuable that no doubt Tim wishes he’d 
taken up Milkshake Studies at the McDonald’s 
Wage Slave Academy, rather than boring old tra¬ 
ditional Classical Civilization at Warwick. 

And we suppose he’s already got all three of 
his kids signed up for an McApprenticeship as 
soon as they leave school. Why follow Daddy’s 


footsteps and become a fund manager with 
Montagu Loebl Stanley when you can ‘Have a 
Nice Life’ in the neon ’n’ plastic world of cor¬ 
porate cardboard-flavoured fries? 

In order to make sure the kids of today turn 
out knowing their place in the world and not 
questioning the merits of classical capitalist civ¬ 
ilization, it’s obviously important to keep them 
under tight control and surveillance. 

An article in The Guardian education sec¬ 
tion on August 4 tells how school students in 
Essex walked out of a classroom after finding 
CCTV cameras had been installed overnight. 

“Ideas can’t be expressed freely if we’re 
all being monitored,” said one of them. 
Unfortunately, that’s probably the whole point. 

It’s also a very lucrative business to be in. 
The managing director of school CCTV firm 
Classwatch said 94 schools in the UK already 
used its high-definition cameras in their class¬ 
rooms at a cost of £1,345 a year for the lease of 
two cameras in each room (the same schools 
that ‘can l afford’to provide books for kids). 

The large photo on the Guardian page fea¬ 
tures an image of CCTV cameras mounted on 
walls, with the centreground filled by the loom¬ 
ing sinister outline of a dark shadowy figure. We 
can’t see his face, but the silhouette shows he is 
wearing a baseball cap. Who ever could it be? 
Here’s a clue - the chairman of Classwatch is 
none other than Tim Loughton MP - Big Mac 
Brother himself. 


Standing un to tyranny 


WHEN is it going to stop, this relentless 
assault on our freedom? 

How many more laws are they going to 
pass? How many more lies will they tell? How 
many new rules can they invent? How many 
more checks are they going to carry out on us? 
How many more cameras can they point at us? 
How much more are they going to steal from 
us? How many more weapons are they going 


<$£ POLICE in the UK are looking at using a 
new taser that fires wireless electric shock 
projectiles up to 30 metres, causing an excru¬ 
ciating painful shock for 20 seconds, the Home 
Office has confirmed (Guardian . August 24). 
Said an ‘alarmed’ Amnesty International: “This 
is effectively a shotgun that fires electric- 
shock bullets.” 

* IGNORE a ruling by the European court 
of human rights and keep on adding the DNA 
profiles of tens of thousands of innocent 
people to the national database, chief consta¬ 
bles have been ordered by the Association of 
Chief Police Officers . ( Guardian . August 8) 

^ ONE law for them... Former Worthing 
police chief Sharon Rowe has eventually 


to use against us if we dare to even think about 
defying them? How many more prisons can 
they build to hold us in? 

For the last 12 years, The Porkbolter has 
been charting the totally frightening rise of a 
police state in the UK. 

Below are just a few of the latest horrors to 
attract our attention - for each issue we pub¬ 
lish there are piles of similar cuttings and links 


resigned, having been suspended on full pay for 
10 months after being arrested for alleged 
shoplifting. She was never charged, despite evi¬ 
dence, and now looks set to get a £28,000 a 
year pension with a £150,000 lump sum 
(Worthing Herald, July 23). 

4^ PRISONERS in UK jails are working for 
some of Britain’s best-known brands for as little 
as £4 a week ( Guardian. September 9), with the 
likes of Virgin Atlantic, Monarch Airlines and 
Travis Perkins profiting from the forced labour of 
people not covered by the minimum wage - and 
axing properly paid posts as a result. Welcome 
to the master blueprint for a future Britain - an 
island of slave labourers working at gunpoint for 
the Totalitarian Capitalist World Reich. 


that never make it into our limited space. 

But what are we going to do about it - not 
just us, but everyone who feels the same way? 
We have the feeling it’s time to start looking at 
stepping up the resistance to the tyranny that is 
taking hold of this town and this country - 
before it’s too late. 

A good place to start may well be a week¬ 
end event being staged at the Cowley Club, 12 
London Road, Brighton, on Saturday October 
31 and Sunday November 1. 

Says the website (http://anti- 
state09.blogspot.com) for the Gathering Against 
the Prison Society : “As the economic crisis hits 
deeper and people get organised and angry, the 
state needs media diversions like the War on 
Terror, escalating political repression, paramili¬ 
tary policing, new prisons & immigration deten¬ 
tion centres, biometrics, surveillance, relentless 
imperialist incursions - all to maintain the class 
divisions that ensure continued economic 
exploitation. 

“The UK State, leading others, is about 
to proceed on a major prison building pro¬ 
ject, whilst more and more our societies 
already resemble open prisons. It all has to 
go.” 



























































Spineless councillor cave in to Tosco 


PATHETIC Worthing councillors have caved in to corporate bullies 
Tesco and voted unanimously to allow its massive new complex on the 
fields next to Camp Titnore at Durrington. 

One councillor actually admitted after the vote they were scared they 
would ‘get into trouble’ if they opposed Tesco’s greed-fuelled expansion. 
These so-called representatives are either totally gutless or they are all get¬ 
ting treble Clubcard points for toeing the line! (or both, maybe...) 

Drug dealer up in court 

WORTHING’S biggest drug dealer, GlaxoSmithKline , is once again hit¬ 
ting the headlines for all the wrong reasons. 

There was the death of a 14 year old girl who had died shortly after 
receiving its Cervarix jab (Guardian, September 29), plus a 17 year old left 
with brain damage ( Telegraph , October 3) after having the vaccine. 

And there was the front page news that its anti-depressant Seroxat (see 
Porkbolter 54 - available online ) can cause birth defects when taken by 
pregnant women. With the case being compared to the Thalidomide scan¬ 
dal of the 1960s, a series of legal actions against GSK is starting in the 
USA, claiming the Worthing firm knew or should have known about the 
problem at least ten years ago. The Guardian (August 8): reported one 
expert’s verdict that for pregnant women on Seroxat the rate of birth 
defects and miscarriages is doubled. 

Meanwhile, GSK is also cashing in on the swine flu scare in a big way, 
producing antiviral Relenza and vaccine Pandemrix . Experts from the 
University o f York have questioned whether taxpayers’ cash is being wise¬ 
ly spent on stockpiling Relenza and although Pandemrix has now won its 
licence, The Guardian reported (September 26) that side-effects include: 
“headache, joint pain, muscle pain, pain and redness at the site of the injec¬ 
tion, fever and fatigue”. We reckon we’d rather put up with a dose of swine 
flu, but then where would that leave GSK’s profit-margins? As a Reuters , 
report noted on August 24: “The pandemic of H1N1 swine flu has been 
a bonus for GlaxoSmithKline.” A bonus at our porkin ’ expense! 

More open space stolen 

NO SOONER had we published our expose of the theft of public open 
space in Maybridge, Durrington ( Porkbolter 92 ), involving Maybridge 
Keystone Club, than another blow was struck to the once-green estate. 

The Argus reported on July 13 of controversy surrounding “plans by 
housing association Worthing Homes to build a BMX track, basketball 
courts and a five-a-side football pitch on land off Maybridge Crescent, in 
Worthing.” Although “residents have reacted angrily” and many had writ¬ 
ten in to complain, the plans were subsequently passed by Worthing 
Borough Council - surprise, surprise! Some points to highlight: 

1. The Argus noted that “both patches of land are currently used by peo¬ 
ple as an informal play area and a dog walking area” but that did not stop 
it referring to the areas as “wasteland”. This faithfully reflects the stance 
of Robin King . chief executive of Worthing Homes, who declared: 
“We’ve got a number of these redundant spaces.” So space where peo¬ 
ple can relax and do whatever they like is “redundant ” is it, Mr King? 

2. The report reveals Sussex Police “backed the scheme, praising 
Worthing Homes for speaking to and listening to locals about the plans”. 
Readers may recall that it was police warnings about “security” that pro¬ 
vided a handy pretext for Maybridge Keystone Club to fence off the 
‘wasteland’ next to their premises for potential development. 

3. Although they are not mentioned in the Argus article, it seems 
Maybridge Keystone Club were also somehow involved in this new land- 
grab, as news of the permission to Worthing Homes was proudly 
announced on the club’s Facebook site. 

Having already established in our last report the link between the 
Keystone Club and the security firm awarded the town centre town war¬ 
dens contract, a picture starts to emerge of the way that this town is 
run as a cosy little club for the enrichment of a minority elite. 
Worthing Borough Council Worthing Homes , Sussex Police and so on 
work very closely with various private companies, from security firms to 
builders, who are awarded various lucrative contracts which channel an 
endless river of taxpayers’ money in their direction... and the rest of us 
lose out, in every way, time and time again. 

• To get some perspective on this broader issue, it’s useful to look at the 
history of land enclosures in Britain. An excellent article on this very sub¬ 
ject can be found in the Summer 2009 issue of The Land magazine. 
Subscriptions £10 from The Potato Store, Flaxdrayton Farm, South 
Petherton, Somerset TA13 5FR. 

www.eco-action.org/porkbolter 


Compare the scaredy-cat councillors with the up-for-it activists who 
held up work on the Tesco site with a plucky lock-on protest picnic on 
September 22 (see http://titnore.wordpress.com). 

Who do you think is standing up for the people of Worthing better - the 
politicians or the protesters? And yet while one lot claim thousands of 
pounds in expenses, the others get little thanks and loads of hassle from 
the cops. There’s no justice in this world! 


Pork-scratchings 


THE UNVEIEING of controversial plans for a new Worthing swimming 
pool followed the usual pattern. A decision is made behind closed doors, 
then made public, at which stage all people can do is agree or disagree 
with what has already been determined. Of course, it would never do to 
actually present all the possible plans to the people of Worthing and let 

them decide. Whatever next? What would that lead to? 

* * * 

A STRONG contender for the 2009 Tony B Liar Award for Gross 
Hypocrisy is our old chum Mark Froud of business lobby group Sussex 
Enterprise . He is still churning out the same tired old press releases call¬ 
ing for A27 ‘improvements’, which come to light mainly as a series of 
boring near-identical front-page stories in The Worthing Advertiser . 
Froud claims that something needs to “ease congestion along the busy 
road that’s vital for local businesses” ( Advertiser , August 26). You might 
have thought his prayers would have been answered by a new Workplace 
Parking Fevy scheme ( Advertiser ;, July 29) which would “raise funds to 
pay for local transport initiatives and reduce the amount of car use by 
employees”, thus easing congestion along Mr Fraud’s over-busy roads. 
But no, on the contrary, he’s dead against it and has persuaded Tory coun¬ 
cils across Sussex not to implement it. His main objection seems to be 
that “it would cost Sussex businesses a staggering £39.7 million each 
year”. Since he claims, when in something-must-be-done-to-ease-con- 
gestion mode, that “transport infrastructure inadequacies cost £2 billion 
each year to the Sussex economy”, you would have thought this was a 
pretty good bargain for Sussex businesses! But then, for Mr Froud, eas¬ 
ing congestion is really a code word for road building schemes {plenty of 
public money heading into his members’ bank accounts!). And it is also 
clear that Mr Froud does not t hin k businesses ought to foot any of the 
cost of making the county an easier place for them to make their profits 

in - that’s down to us, the taxpayers. Bail-outs all round, chaps! 

* * * 

ON THE positive side, a new organisation looking forward to a future 
after the madness of our destructive oil-based economy is getting going 
nicely in Worthing. Worthing Transition Town describes the national net¬ 
work as “a grassroots response which recognises that politicians don’t 
have all the answers, and local communities working together can pro¬ 
vide local solutions.” See http://transitiontownworthing.ning.com/ 

* * * 

BOOK plug. Through the Hard Times and The Good - An Oral and 
Social History of Worthing by local historian Chris Hare is “the unique 
story of English society in a state of flux, seen through the eyes of the 
people of Worthing” {sounds like The Porkbolter!). Drawing on the 
memories of 63 Worthing residents bom between 1910 and 1945, it fol¬ 
lows the development of the Worthing Council of Social Service (today 
known as Guild Care\ which it describes as “a local welfare state”. Buy 
in Guild Care shops, local bookshops and libraries or send cheques for 
£13 {book, DVD and postage) payable to Guild Care to Book Sales, 

Guild Care, Methold House, North Street, Worthing BN 11 1DU. 

* * * 

WORTHING Anarchists (http://worthinganarchists.blogspot.com/) are 
heading for the annual Anarchist Bookfair at Queen Mary & Westfield 
College, Fondon El on Saturday October 24 and reckon it’s well worth 
a visit for any Porkbolter reader - see www.anarchistbookfair.org. 

Oinkment for a sick town 

THE PORKBOLTER is an independent newsletter that likes to tell it 
as it is. We are not funded by taxpayers’ money and do not live in 
Burgess Hill {like Fat McTim Loughton). To get the next six issues 
through the post send a donation of £3 or more payable to The 
Porkbolter at PO Box 4144, Worthing BN 14 7NZ. You can also pick 
up a copy at ‘Green’ at 63 Victoria Road, Worthing (near the station). 
Or read it at www.eco-action.org/porkbolter, which also includes a reg¬ 
ularly updated events section. We also mn an email list, which you 
can join for free via porkbolter@eco-action.org. 

porkbolter@eco-action.org 
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